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SB579-"TO AMEND THE HEAD INJURY REGISTRATION LAW."

State of Arkansas

79th General Assembly A B| I |

Regular Session, 1993 SENATE BILL 579

By: Senator Hardin
For An Act to Be Entitled

"AN ACT TO AMEND THE HEAD | NJURY REQ STRATI ON LAW AND FOR OTHER PURPCSES. "
Subtitle

"TO AMEND THE HEAD | NDJURY REG STRATI ON LAW "

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTI ON 1. Arkansas Code 20-14-702 is amended to read as foll ows:

"20-14-702. Definition. “Head injury or “traumatic head injury’ neans any insult
to the brain not of a degenerative or congenital nature, but caused by an externa
physi cal force, that may produce a dimnished or altered state of consci ousness which
results in inmpairment of cognitive abilities or physical functioning. It can also result
in the disturbance of behavioral or enptional functioning. These inpairnments may be
ei ther tenporary or permanent and cause partial or total functional disability or
psychosoci al mal adj ustment. The definition of a reportable head injury is all head
injuries that follow the International C assification of D seases, N nth Revision (I1CD9)

di agnoses codes. These are: fracture of the vault or base of the skull; other and
unqualified and multiple fractures of the skull; intracranial injury, including
concussi on, contusion, laceration, and henorrhage; late effects of fracture of the skul
and face; late effects of intracranial injury w thout skull fracture. E-codes will be

i ncluded for all the above |ICD-9 codes."

SECTI ON 2. Arkansas Code 20-14-703 is anmended to read as foll ows:

"20-14-703. Central registry - Reports.

(a) The Arkansas Head | njury Foundation, hereinafter “foundation™, is a
nonprofit organizati on devoted entirely to persons who have suffered head injuries. It
is an affiliate of the National Head Injury Foundation. The foundation shall establish
and maintain a central registry of head-injured disabl ed persons.

(b)(1) Every public and private health and social agency and attendi ng physician
shall report to the foundation imrediately, if possible; and in all cases, within five
(5) cal endar days after an identification of any head-injured disabl ed person. Consent
of the injured person is not necessary prior to naking this report.

(2) Notifiable injuries shall be reported to the Central Registry on the
Toll Free Reporting System Reporting data shall include: nanme and | ocation
(town) of reporting person; type of head injury disability and date of occurrence; nane,
age, sex, address of the patient (please spell patient s nane); physician s nane.
Addi tional information which nay be deened necessary by the foundation shall be obtained
by the Central Registry by conducting a patient interview or by contacting the agency
caring for the patient.

(3) Wthin fifteen
(15) days of the report and identification of a head-injured person, the foundation shal
furni sh the Arkansas Departnent of Health all available information for use in any
i nformati on systemon injuries nmaintained by the departnment. The foundation shall not
rel ease the identity of the patient, reporting physician, or hospital. However, the
identity of the patient shall be released upon witten consent of the patient, or parent
or guardian of the patient; the identity of the reporting physician shall be rel eased
upon written consent of the reporting physician; and the identity of the hospital shal
be rel eased upon witten consent of the hospital. Consents shall be obtained by the
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Central Registry."

SECTI ON 3. Subchapter 7 of Chapter 14 of Title 20 of the Arkansas Code is anended by
inserting an additional section at the end thereof to read as foll ows:

"20-14-706. Al agencies with patient records containing information pertaining to
a head injury disability are required to share information in those records with the
Central Registry. No hospital or other agency shall be required to obtain the patient's
consent in order to conply with this act. No liability of any kind or character for
damages or other relief shall arise or be enforced agai nst any person or organi zation by
reason of having provided such informati on or by reason of having referred the
information to the Central Registry."

SECTI ON 4. Al provisions of this act of a general and pernmanent nature are anendatory
to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code Revision Conm ssion shal
i ncorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTI ON 5. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to any person or
circunmstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or
applications of the act which can be given effect without the invalid provision or
application, and to this end the provisions of this act are declared to be severabl e.

SECTI ON 6. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are hereby repeal ed.
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